'HOW CAN | CREATE A THESIS?

TOPIC + OPINION + SO WHAT? = THESIS J
- (@]

Step 1: Brainstorm Topics
Hel;q aré"son;i‘e queéfions that could help you:

-~ —= What in the text inspired. confused. angered, excited, annoyed, and/or surprised you?
— What in the text was important for you to understand or you feel others should be aware ot?
—= What does the promptiassignment ask you to focus on and explore?

" _Brainstorm the-issues, Ideas, and themes raised in the reading (create at least 15 for a range of options; -

Step 2: Select a topic |

» Chooseidng'of:the topics that most interest you and you want to explore further;

Step 3: Create complex questions about your topic

' Create complex questions to be answered with opinion, not facts or yes/no answers.
Here are some .question formats that could help you: How is (topic) connected to (outside issue)?
How do the flaws in the author’s arguments on (topic) result in (outcome)? What angles on (topic) have been
overlooked? How can we apply the information about (topic)? How did/will (effect) occur becausefif (cause)
happened or will happen? How can (problem) be addressed or changed for (topic)?

‘Step 4:-Answer your best question with your opinion.
~ This creates é"rqhgh thesis statement.

‘Step 5: Ask yourself “so what?” So what is the impact,

_importanc'e', outcomes, or larger implications?
_ This strengthens and deepens your thesis statement.




Step 6: Using ybur answer with its significance, write a

1-2 sentence thesis statement.

“This refines and focuses your thesis statement.

_ SteQ. 7: Test the thesis by seeing if you can gather goo«d
" evidence to support it.

Go through the main text(s) you are writing on and list all the passages (using page
numbers) that directly prove and/or illustrate your argument;

List poténtial outside evidence, such as research, outside sources, real-life examples,

personal knowledge, personal examples that could possibly further prove and/or

illustrate your argument: .
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