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Worksheet for Plato’s “Allegory of the Cave”
Characters
· Plato — the guy who wrote the text you are reading, “The Allegory of the Cave.”  Please note Plato is NOT a prisoner in the cave. He’s a philosopher who uses the image of the prisoners and the cave in order to illustrate big, interesting ideas. 
· Socrates — Plato’s main character, the guy doing most of the talking in the text you are reading. He is a teacher and a philosopher. 
· Glaucon — the guy Socrates is talking to, a student. 
· Homer — Greek poet who wrote the Iliad and the Odyssey

Pre-Writing
1) There’s an old expression that tells us “ignorance is bliss.”  What does this expression mean to you, and do you agree with it?  Why or why not?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
2) Many of our beliefs and assumptions are shaped by the dominant culture around us.  Can you think of an example from your own life in which this is the case?  Can you identify one such belief or assumption that you once held and which you now consider a misperception?  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
3) Is there a difference between a personal or cultural “truth” and “The Truth”?  Explain.
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Breaking Down the Text
1) Plato begins his allegory by describing “prisoners” in a cave (1).  Why is it significant that Plato has chosen to make these characters prisoners, as opposed to people who have simply chosen to live in a cave?
___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
2) After describing how the prisoners see nothing but shadows on the wall in front of them, Plato claims that to the prisoners “the truth would be literally nothing but the shadows of images” (1).  What does he mean by this?  Can you think of a modern parallel that illustrates Plato’s point today?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
3) Plato argues that once prisoners are released from their shackles, they “will suffer sharp pains” (2).  Why would learning the reality of their situation be painful to the prisoners?
___________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
4) Plato suggests that after being set free, a prisoner will need to be “reluctantly dragged up a steep and rugged ascent, and held fast until he’s forced into the presence of the sun himself” (2).  Why would the prisoner be reluctant to leave the cave?  Is Plato telling us something about the learning process?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
5) When the prisoner is finally outside of the cave, Plato informs us, he “will be able to see the sun…and he will contemplate him as he is” (2).  What does the sun represent in this allegory for Plato?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
6) Plato describes the “prisoners conferring honors among themselves on those who were quickest to observe the passing shadows” (3) and asks if the escaped prisoner would still want those honors. Would he?  Why or why not?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
7) Why would the freed prisoner begin to feel “pity” (2) for those still inside of the cave, and why would he look “ridiculous” if he chose to return there (3)?  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
8) The prisoners would not see the freed, enlightened prisoner in the same way we do. Plato tells us they would say “that up he went and down he came without his eyes; and that it was better not even to think of ascending” (3). What does that mean? Do they want to be freed now?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
9) Plato then tells us that if anyone else tried to free a prisoner, the others would want to “catch the offender, and they would put him to death” (3). Why would they want to do that? What does that tell us about how group culture works?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

10) In the end, Plato tells us that the cave is “the world of sight, the light of the fire is the sun, and you will not misapprehend me if you interpret the journey upwards to be the ascent of the soul into the intellectual world” (3). How might the world we see around us be our cave? What is he telling us it takes to see beyond that?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________



